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The building of the Station,

We have recently been presented by Frances Royston with copies of material about the history of
Crowhurst which she has collected over the years through examination of old records and personal
interviews. We are grateful to her for agreeing that we can reproduce some of these in the History Page
of the News.

Here are some extracts from a booklet entitled ‘Background to Craig Close’ which was written round
about 1974 by Ernest Wood, who at the time lived at 4 Station Cottages, which were built for railway
workers about seventy years before Craig Close.

The railway from Tonbridge to Hastings was built in 1852 connecting with the
S.E.R. main line to London but, although passing through Crowhurst as it still
does, no provision was made to deal with passengers here.

Why this should have been so is not clear. It may be that the always hard-up
South-Eastern, having been compelled to erect a more than usually expensive
Gothic edifice to match the Abbey at Battle did not consider the potential
revenue from Crowhurst would justify the expense of building a station.

Also, of course, the locomotives of those early days had very slow
acceleration and too-frequent stops were to be avoided.
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adjacent to the Estate private road where it passes under the railway by a
stone arch and, whatever the reason, for fifty years the railway ran through
Crowhurst without any provision for passengers.

A foot-path ran across the fields, crossing the rails on the level as such
rural foot-paths still often do. A block of two tiny one-storey cottages for
the platelayers gangers stood almost touching the rails a short way up the
line. Otherwise there was no building of any sort until one came to the
church.

Page 2



Station Road & Craig Close ¢

Toward the end of the century the ancient little town of Bexhill was
blossoming into the smart new sea-side resort and beginning to feel the need
for a more direct link with London than the rather round-about South Coast
line and work began on the first day of 1898. Considering the four miles of line
required 16 bridges, including a quarter-of-a-mile-long viaduct, it was not bad going
that all was ready by May 1902.

There were originally two
signal-boxes. After the early
nineteen-twenties one of these
could be 'switched out’ when
it was not specially required f
and several years later was
entirely removed. The other
continued fully occupied to
outlive the branch line.

My own Dad came here as
Signalman in 1912 and many
hours I have spent in those
signal-cabins.

Pulling down the old signal-box = i e o T A i L )
removed quite a land-mark. It The Crowhurst No.2 signal box w
had no connection with the
Development, by coming at the
same time it added somewhat to
the general air of upheaval.
For the four signalmen
Station Cottages were built.
These with the
Stationmaster's house and the
'Railway Hotel', as it was
called before it was tarted
up, were put up at the same
time as the station and
together, for years, formed a
sort of 1little railway
enclave quite remote from the
rest of the wvillage.

In the matter of amenities
the Railway property was well
ahead of the rest of the
village. We had piped running
water and flushing toilets
whereas they still drew their
water from a pump or in a Signal Box interior

bucket from the well and made

much the same sanitary arrangements as their fore-fathers had done for
centuries. It may sound a bit naive now but made us feel definitely 'one-up'.
I can begin to say 'we' as, after the flurry of 1902, things did not much
change for a good many years and the old order continued well into my own
time.

The water whereon our social superiority depended was supplied from a great
tank mounted on top of the pump-house that survives, somewhat truncated and
minus the tank, as a sort of storehouse beside the car-park. Originally the
water came from a well under the floor but this was condemned fairly early on
and afterwards, for years, was brought up from Bexhill once a week in a
converted engine-tender.

Not until the nineteen thirties when the water-mains reached Crowhurst did the
rest of the village catch up.

ith Signalman Ernie Venn at
top of steps with ganger Gus Cooper below. Period 1948-52
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The building of the Station,

It is something of a
mystery why the
Railway should have
excavated and leveled
an area nearly twice
as large as was
actually needed for
their station, the
greater part of the
Craig Close site being
several feet below the 3
original field level. T
Whatever they had in -
mind for sixty or more
glorious vyears it
chiefly provided a happy
hunting ground for
successive relays of us
kids. This open space
was divided, roughly
down the middle, by a
path flanked by an iron
fence leading to the cottages and was always called 'The Green'. I don't know how
the name started; it may have been just a natural way to speak of a green open
space.

Ii was not until I started to put all this down that I began to realise how
much of my own childhood was tied up in 'The Green' and the plantation or
‘Plant’ as it was shortened to. The Plantation was never actually connected
with the station, not being Railway property but part of Court Lodge Farm.
It has however always seemed to be curiously coupled with it, being its
almost exact contemporary.

Mainly of Spruce and Douglas Pine, all planted in orderly rows, there was
also a fair sprinkling of Silver Birch, Chestnut and Sycamores. With a few
Poplars and some Evergreen Oaks around the edges, the landscaping aspect
would appear to have been the main object. It certainly screened the station
and all its works from the village and, especially when viewed from a little
distance, was really quite beautiful.

As nothing will grow under pine-trees there were practically no brambles or other
undergrowth so that even after fifty-odd years it still retained a definite
plantation effect and was seldom called anything else.

Not overmuch youthful imagination was required to transform it into the
Canadian North-West or Sherwood Forest or anything else and in those
carefree days it certainly never occurred to us that, as a valuable crop, it
would ever be cut down.

Station Road was laid down by the Railway at the time the station was built
and surfaced with a red terra-cotta-like material made, it was said, by
firing clay taken from the cutting at Sandrock Hill. Provision was made for
pedestrians to cross the
railway by the station foot-
bridge. For some reason the
erection of that footbridge
must have made quite an
impression on the small
Crowhurst community of the
time as I remember my old
school-master speaking about
it many years after, saying
how they had gone to see the
girders put into place.

Crowhurst sidings with 'The Plant' behind
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Unloading at Crowhurst goods yard 1929
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Station Road & Craig Close <

During all the time that I went down the hill to school there was a long
white, typically 'railway', wooden fence on either side. A fragment or two
of it still remain in the frontages of the houses that started to be built
in the nineteen-twenties and have gradually filled in since.

I suppose the changes really began one Saturday night in June 1964 when the
last train ran to Bexhill. Several Crowhurst people made the trip for old-
times sake. I saw them start off but have no idea how they got back.

There seemed to be an unseemly haste to get the track taken up and the
ballast removed, perhaps to scotch any attempt to get the line re-opened.
Any hope of that was finally and spectacularly extinguished on a day in May
1969 when the viaduct was blown up. It was said to have been unsafe I don't
know. It looked strong enough to last for centuries and seven of the
seventeen arches withstood the initial blast. It was rather sad to see the
debris of nine million bricks and a vast amount of concrete spread across
the marsh.

On the 8th of April 1970 at the George Hotel at Battle, British Railways
offered for sale by Auction certain of their buildings, land and property at
Crowhurst. The changes that developed from that sale have been wvastly
greater in this little corner than in all the years the Railway owned it.
First a notice-board to let the public know the show was about to commence;
followed by a pause; then a protracted period of spasmodic tearing down and
putting up.

It was rather distressing at the time to see some quite nice apple trees
knocked down with a fine crop still on them to make way for the 'disposal
unit', and a rhododendron I was rather fond of murdered by a bull-dozer. On
the other hand the new road certainly does make us more accessible. The old
path that carried all our comings and goings for so long has gone, the road
being about twenty feet nearer to the station.

I believe the Developer chose the name Craig Close out of respect for a
friend. It does not, as yet, have any connection with Crowhurst history. As
a glance at the early plans will show, the development did not quite follow
the original intention, but I think our cottages do blend in quite well with
their new neighbours.

Doubtless the new inhabitants will build up their own stock of memories and
I hope they will be happy ones. To some of them this little sentimental
journey into the background may, perhaps, be of some small interest.

Building Materials for Craig Close




The Seventeen Arches

THE PASSING OF CROWHURST VIADUCT
The Crowhurst Viaduct, spanning over the marsh at
Crowhurst, was built between 1897 and 1902 by the
South East and Chatham Railway Company. It was
also known as the Seventeen Arches for obvious
reasons. It was the centrepiece of the Bexhill, Sidley
and Crowhurst line built to provide Bexhill with a
quicker route (62 miles) to London (and particularly
the City) than the 72 miles of the London, Brighton
~ and South Coast Railway’s line into Victoria via
- Lewes. There was much rivalry between the two
- companies at the time.

i " The viaduct was a major investment in its day of
- some £244,000 and many hundreds of navvies,
 bricklayers and other workers were involved in its
_ construction. It was massive in scale being 417 yards
- long, 52 feet wide and 100 feet high. The foundations
- consisted of huge concrete blocks 52 feetx32 feet and
 buried 30ft in the ground. Nine million bricks were
© used in its construction.

" Like so many other branch lines the Crowhurst to
Bexhill came under the eagle eye of Dr Beeching ,
who pronounced it unviable in his famous report and
it closed in 1964, with the track being taken up,

leaving the viaduct in splendid isolation.
1t will be exactly forty years ago this month that its
| fate was sealed. Eight of the seventeen arches were

A o blown up on 23" May
FAREWELL. A LONG FAREWELL TO ALL MY GREATNESS 1969, the remainder

Final death throes of the old Crowhurst line: Viaduet blown up BV e 1

same year.

The viaduct was a
much loved local
landmark and an
excellent example of
Victorian railway
architecture. Its
demise raised strong
emotions as shown in
the two eye-witness
| accounts appearing
here, while the
spectacular manner
of its departure is
caught in the
accompanying

. photographs.




1 9 6 9 Crowhurst News - May 2009

RESS NeTices Explosives man says ‘I loved this old viaduet’

A crack like nearby thunder, followed by spurts of dark
brown smoke and half of Crowhurst Viaduci seemed to Ay
into disjointed fragments which then slowly fell, gathering
a billowing cloud of dust as they went. What must have heen
the largest assembly lonely Crowhurst Marsh has seen in
generations gathered yesterday (Friday) morning to see
Mr. GG. Baber make the final move which would send eight
spans of the viaduct crashing to the marsh. But the crowd,
among them a large and noisy contingent from the Boys
Grammar School, had to exercise patience, Originally
announced as 11 am., demolition did not take place until
a few minutes before 1 pam. In a strong easterly wind the
schoolboys played cards, and annoyed waiting newspaper
and television men, to pass the time during their chilly
vigil. The last of dozens of gelignite charges were still to be
placed when the first of the sightseers arrived before 9 a.m.
and the red warning flags were not put out until about 12.30
Cameras from 50s. to the most expensive television equip-
ment sprouted from behind the cover of shrubs and trees
as the final checks were made by Bexhill Police before
blasting and there were groans of impatience as a small
party were seen on the viaduet itself moments before the big
event. When it came, the end was short. Half of what took
thousands of bricklayers two years to bulld lay in rubble amd
confusion within the blink of an eye, It seemed an anti-climax,

O the many and varied assignments covered by Press men. a
single event seldom makes such an impression of sadness on one’s
mind—unless that assignment is the passing of an old friend.
to me. the recording of the demolition of the 17 arches on the Crow-
hurst marshes was not just another phote coverage. For the marsh,
with its red brick viaduet towering in the background, is where on
those few off<duty moments, 1 got away from the hustle and bustle
and relaxed in the peace and solitude of the cowntryside, -

At was in the fascination of the early winter mornings. with the
dawn breaking through a mistshrouded marsh, that the countryside g 8
would suddenly come 1o life, Duck and snipe would rise from their [
nightly abode 10 wing their- way into the new morn, and with the |
erisp hoar crunching underfoot, out of a fairy wonderland would
materialise that old and silent friend. climbing into the morning sky

- —the red giant of the marsh.  Lagst Friday that magic of the country-
side had disappeared as from every nook and cranny maranding teen-

agers destroved the peace: camera lenses peered from every bush
and boulder, all concentrating on the one who had dominated this
scene so silently and serenely for nearly 70 years. Wild life seemed
conspicuous becanse of its absence.  And as the scene was set | took
up my position with other Press men as zero hour approached. Heavy %
rain and o clovd-darkened sky seemed to herald a final protest to the
impending destruction. A brief but tense moment of silence, broken e
only by the count-down — three-two-one. A mighty roar, an alien
ereseendo echoing down the valley as if the heavens were bursting : - s
it e The o s gt of the marsh b spokem, smoun YIOTICOTe | anvbodyt  The
ing his own obituary, The shutter clicked—immortalising Ilf death Crowhurst viaduct is mnow !
of an old [riend. A over except for reducing a |

few large blocks to a more

This personal reminiscence was writien by our 7 o
; ; il e ] manageable size. Now the
(Mr. Jimmy Burke), whose picture last week of the vinduct demoli- i h to remove the mass
tion is followed 1oday by further scenes and stories from nostalgic of rubble that stretches from
GeCasion. A one side of the Crowhurst

valley ‘ta the other
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Station Demolition 1984 <

Twenty-five years ago this year an act of corporate vandalism was perpetrated on Crowhurst with the
demolition of the impressive and beautiful Victorian fagade, booking hall and ancillary facilities of
Crowhurst Station. We understand this was done without warning or consultation with the demolition
contractors appearing one day and commenced pulling the station down. It is not clear why Crowhurst
was so treated as similar ..
buildings at other village stops |
up the line e.g. Robertsbridge,
Stonegate and Etchingham were
retained.

Fortunately, Steve and Frances l
Royston, who moved into the %
village in that year, 1984, took
some photographs of the old
station and the stages of the
demolition. Some of these are WSSl
shown below together with the eesSE=
original facade in all its glory.




Crowhurst Primary School <

Here the focus is on the village school and an article from the W.1. Scrapbook written post-1974. It
provides a harrowing account of the physical conditions the pupils had to endure in the early years of
the twentieth century and a fascinating glimpse of the schools budget in 1874, which amounted to £74.

5s. 2d. which after paying the staff (I wonder what the Phoebe Brown’s duties as monitor involved for
the princely sum of £1. 16) left £8 19s 2d for everything else.

That compares with the school’s current budget, which is in excess of £400,000.

THE VILLAGE SCHOOL

In 1343 the Squire of Crowhurst, Thomas Papillon, of Crowhurst Park,
gave the land opposite the church and donations amcunting to £87.13s.11d.
which enabled a Church Day Schoocl to be built.. This school, modernised
and enlarged in 1958 continues to serve the wvillage to-dav. - Thus wrote
Miss M.E. Newman, B.A., in her excellent boock "Some Motes on the Chutch
and Manor of Crowhurst”, researched during her all too briecf retirement
after being Headmistress from 1947 to 1966, Miss Hewman did so much to
put the school on its feet again after the disruptive war years,

There had been another period of areat stability when John Grayson
became headmaster in 1894 and was succeeded upon retirement by his daughter
until 1937. Between them they gave 43 vears of service to the school and
villaga. )

We are fortunate that the "Log Bocks" kept by the "Master" hawve been
preserved and give us a fascinating insight into the life of the school,
LAttendance was considered of prime importance as the Government frant
depended on this. The School had a very tight budget:-

In 1874 we read that income was:- Expenditure was:-
Government Grant E33. Master's salary E55 -er annum
Voluntary contributions E14.15s. Assistant teacher EB.10s.
Children's School Pznce E26.10s. 24, Phoebe Brown (Monitor)El.lés.

This 1raft very little for fuel, cleaning and repairs - or educational
materials.

Cn ldth January 1910 Mr. Grayson wrote "No fires and no coal to make
any =~ children wet and miserable.”

9th Febryary 1917 comes the plaintive entry "Children suffering severely
from chilblains on hands, fect and EARS! The ink has frozen for the
graater part of the week - Arithmetic taken on black board!™

The summoer heat was equally trving and in Julwv 1905 it is recorded
"one little boy wvery ill in school this morning through the great heat...
a girl in standard IV fainted. The rector tock five bovs to bathe in the
river."

Perhaps this can be paralleled to-day by the school's achievements in
winning the Primary Schoolz=" Swimming Gala in 1974 and having 22 children
swim 4 mile or more since 1969!

Until the modernisation in 1958 thers were outside toilets [no water!)
and only one tap - in the old infants porch which ‘had been converted to a
kitchen for serving and washing up the meals innovated during the war. An
enamel bowl was filled by the teacher on duty and the children washed in
order of seniority!

Now the school is warm, well lit, airy and has every convenience, but
we hope that it retains the best characteristics of the village school.
Local residents, and especially old puwpils, are very welcome visitors.
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The Women’s Institute Hut s

The Crowhurst News has been given access by Margaret Humphries to two scrap books of life and events
in Crowhurst over the period 1953 to 1977, for which we are very grateful.

These provide a fascinating picture of those times, which are not that long ago. It is interesting to see
how much has changed in the past fifty years, but some underlying themes reappear.

This item has an echo in the debate over a new village hall in the last few months, sadly with the same
result. It took a further 36 years before the WI Hut was replaced with the Village Hall. Let’s hope the
current generation doesn’t have to wait as long!
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1957 party at WI Hut

This photograph was taken in May 1957. We assume it was taken in the old Women’s Institute Hut,
which was replaced in 1969 by the Village Hall

By the age of the majority of the people present it looks as though it may have been a 21st Birthday
Party. Are there any 72 year olds out there who can tell us the location, what the celebration was for and
identify any more of the revellers?

. - . MRS O GLAZER,
13y LGsy ANNGIERS MRSUIBBS Foun Kenf
.I"_I :’:Ti‘wﬂ: Phileer
Pole Toldls meB.Gurzies
ma E. Cox. brvasa Cog
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Village Groups from

The village's organisations have always been at the heart of the community and remain so today. They
give expression to individuals interests, service to others and common community goals. Without them
and the village hall, the home for so many of their activities, Crowhurst would be a drear place indeed,
no more than the suburban fringe of the Hastings/Bexhill complex.
Organisations come and go according to interests and fashions of the time. Here are reports of some
village organisations, once so strong, but sadly no longer with us.

THE WOMENS INSTI TuTL PROGCRAMME 1963
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JANUARY 16th. 2.30 p.m.
L le—Travel slides
(;Il:-?::p'rc::;ﬂn My Prettiess Handloerchbel
FEBRUARY 20th.
Mrs. Winter—Paper Soulpiure
Co 11r-_---liur:—'.‘l.'\-rll!wn'lt-l'u
MARCH 2ith.

H i L Royal
Mrs. Chester Hillman—Lifebaats and Roy
2 L Lifcbaat Institutzon

Competition—Pot plant or bowl of bulbs

APRIL 17th. 7 p.m.

Care ol the Halr
Competition— Decorated Egr

MAY 15k,

Mrs. Fenner—Sharing the World's Larder
Campetition—A get well posy

JUNE 18th,

Mrs. Conk—Crown Jewsla i
- sitinn—Flower arrangemant far
oem petiti President’s Table

JULY 17th.

Mra. Unaworth '.k'hup—|I.-.u-er-c-piu,_-_u_ﬂd-:"
Twao Elizabeths

Competition—My Favaurite Holiday Souvenier

SEPTEMBER 18th.

Denman College Film
Com petition—Dressed wonden spoan

OCTORER 1ith, 2.30 p.m.

Mra. Swanepoel—Folk Songs and Wild flowers

Compe == Funniest Shaped Potato
KOVEMBER 20th.

AG.M. V.00 —Mrs. Wolfsan

Election of Cammittes -

Annual Report and Financial Statement
Election of Presideat :
Campetition —Haome-made Christmas decoration

DECEMEER 11th
CHRISTMAS PARTY

DATES TO NOTE

March ¥th. Annual Coancil Meeting, Bexhill
May Db A G.M. Rayal Albert Hall

Juss Fith, 2. Rally, Brighton

Oct. Xlast. Half-yearly Couscll Meeting




the past

BRITISH LEGION
CROWHURST BRANCH

The Following lefer sent b
Branch and ‘the many services underFaken'in Crowhorst far
whuth we are very g ol

HOSPITAL CAR
SERVICE

COMMENCING 6-45 p.m. AT THE VILLAGE HALL FOR FANCY DRESS JUDGING
CLASSE5: Under 10 yrs = 10=14 yrs = Group Classes - Adults Individual

WE WISH to ogain bring to your natice the
ghove Scheme which hos already proved of
service to the logal community. The following
orrangements have been made and are at your
service should you find yourself in the unfartunate
positian of having members of your househald o5
Hospital in-Patients in any of the Hospitals
served by the Hostings Group Hospital Manage-
ment Committes, They are -

Conveyance during visiting hours on any
day (except Sundoys) for the first 14 days of
their hospital stoy and thercafter an Tuesdeys,
Thursdays and Saturdays for visiting haiirs.

A tefephane call to either :-

€. H. T. STOVELL,

Huoliy Clase, Catsfield Road,

TELEFHOME 331 ; or

G. B. SAUNDERS,

{7 Forewaod Rise,

TELEPHOME 309

is ol that is needed to avail yourself of
this service

This is o free act of belp for the benefit af
oll parishioners by the Crowhurst Branch British
Legion.

le is suggested you keep this cord in cose
of need.

Crowhurst News - February 2009

T Stovell qies derails of the

8th December 1963.
Dear Mra Blade,

w¥ith reference to your letter of November
10th,which I apologiee for not answering befors, the above
Eranch wes formed some 34 yeard ago, there are now 45
Membera including some Founder Mambers, we meet the flrat
Eonday in each month at The Statlon Hotesl.

Enclosed le & card with reference to our Hospltal
Osr Bervlgce which we operate for the beneflt of all
parishloners of Crowhurst, we also look after the old
People and needy Children, donatlon are sent to British
Leglons Homea,Ete.,

We ralss monles for these by running Jumble Bales,
Ohristmas Merkets,dardem FParties,Whist Drives ,eto.

I enclose & ldttle Booklet which I think will give
you some ldea of what the Legion is and doss.

The Mew Standard which was recently Dedleated wae
gubseribed for by the Members of the Branch, the old Standard
which wae lald up ln the Church was given to the Branch
pome 30 years Agd. .

T trust the mbove will convey to you the sctivitles
of the Leglom, for a small v1llage the Branch 18 very aotive,

ek mlmsmms el el s e d

CROWHURST RED CROSS

CROWHURST BONFIRE SOCLETY

GUY FAWEES MIGHT JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS

FRIDAY, 4TH NOVEMBER

PROCESSION STARTS from SCHOOL 7-30 p.m.
INCLUDING TORCHLIGHTS and FIPE & DRUM BAND

"JUBILEE BENEFIT FIREWORK DISPLAY"

CROWHURST
BONFIRE
SOCIETY

COMMERCING at approx. B=15 p.m.
ADMISSION: 30p ADULTS =

at PLAYING FIELD
15p CHILDREMW

Hot Dogs and Saft Drinks avallable
LUCKY DRAW Numbers available at THE PLOUGH INN

"DON'T PORGET ¥OUR BOOTS"
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Crowhurst News
December 2009

Crowhurst Bonfire Society

The local papers have been full in recent editions of the bonfire celebrations at Battle, Rye and surrounding
villages. It it perhaps not so well known that Crowhurst once had a thriving Bonfire Society, and not that long
ago.

This article and photographs first appeared in the 15th November, 1980 edition of the Sussex Courier and show
what a major event the Crowhurst bonfire was, drawing large crowds and many outside visitors. Note the familiar
names among the prize winners. Can you help us in naming those in the photos. and give us more information
about the society?

BETTER

THAN EVER

CARNIVAL
NIGHT

OVER 500 PEOPLE in a
variety of costumes turned out
to see Crowhurst Bonfire
Society's annual carnival
celebrations on Saturday.
Formed five years ago with the
aim of preventing children
being injured by fireworks by
providing a giant village
celebration, the society is now
well established and raised
over £800 on Saturday.

The fancy dress corn petition
saw such costumes as witches,
fairies, headless ghosts and
even Oxo cubes. A spokesman
for the society said: "Every
year it gets better and better. It
was a great night out and a
great success.”

g &1

Crowhurst Bonfire Society in the procession

Overhead torches led the
procession to the bonfire
on the village playing field.
Music was provided by Battle
Town Band and the Hastings
Fife and Drum band.

BOYS CHANT

Battle Bonfire Boys did their
famous chant at the lighting
of the bonfire, which was
followed by a glittering
display as £500 of fireworks
exploded in a multitude of
colour above the village.
Despite the slightly sloshy
field, onlookers’ spirits were
not dampened and the
evening went off as planned -
with a big bang and no
hitches.

"We try to keep these
celebrations for the village,
by the village,” said one
organiser. "Although we are
grateful for the support we
get from our _
neighbours."

ra

The Hastings band who took part in
the Crowhurst Guy Fawkes Night

bonfire procession

Results. Fancy Dress. Under five
years: Stephen Howells and Nathan
Linfield; Five to 11 years: lan
Howells, Abigail Linfield, Christopher
Hunting, Tara Whitehead and Clare
Dale; Over 11 years: Rachel Carter,
Pamela Dyer and James Clifford;
Group: Witches Brew by Crowhurst
Brownies; Float: Worzell Gumage by
the William the Conqueror public
house, Rye.
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Youth Club History <

Here are some extracts from the Youth Club history books. The Club was opened on 5th December 1956,
firstly at the Old Bakehouse, then moving to Hye House Hut. Apart from a few years in the late
seventies/early eighties, it ran there until the Great Storm of 1987.

They squeezed in at the Village Hall, ferrying equipment up and down the road, until 1991 when the hut
we have today was completed.

E COMMITTEE TO CONSIDER FORMATION OF YOUT len_iﬂ

Mirutes of & Meeting of the Ad Hoe Committee HSLaNNNN
Pussday, Ootober 16%h,1956,8t 'Torfields’ at T7.30 p.m.

Premises:

It wae coneidered by the Mseting that the 014
Bakehouse tearocom was the most sultable accommodatll
available. The Secretary was assked to ascertain
whether the asccommeodstion would be mvailabla
permanently.

Badiograms

It was reported thet Mr. Bailey had kindly offared ta
loan a Hediogram to the Club when regquired and would
himself attend to operate it.
Club Leader: - i : L oo,
Mr=. Manneer moved; Mrs. Hornby seconded: 'That Mr. S f'u"'"]"“u'- Jf Mouth % r;_}l,_,ai'_i'
Cooper be elacted Leader of the Club'. The Meeting Wk o L i i "
unanimously agreed to the proposal and Mr. Cooper ar M"*CRANPs 'Ci.:ll
agcepted the Offies.

eheills,

i : Etia A UNIQUE 'Oscar' ceremony this week included
M mr m, Aprll 123 1991 évards for wheel-barrow pushing among other

O ids avital new village rolef No wonder Crowhurst folk are pleased with
iiemselves. As their Rother representative, Clir
virs Jill Theis, told them in performing the
upering ceremony for the village's new youth club
heaiquarters, how mary other communities have
abiistned and then erected their own building?
+iir Mrs Thets op *ned the new youth centre on
.4 village recreation ground with the assistance
of young Samantha Holmes and Gareth Howells
on Monday evening.

She villagers: “Tt is remarkable. How many
other small communities could have sponsored
and built their own clubhouse?

“It shows exceptional commitment by the
organisers and young people.

“Crowhurst is a very special village.”

The splendid clubhouse has been erecied on
g the fecreation ground not far from the popular
children’s adventure playground,

The building frame was obtained from Lewes
8 Tertiary College where it was surplus (o re-
quirements.

It was transported in picces to Crowhurst
thanks to a number of weekend journeys to clear
it from the Lewes site before a Sunday deadline.

That was two years ago. The pieces rested in a
village farmyard under a site lease was signed.

Clir Mrs Theis says: “Work started a year ago
on site and almost every member of the village has
dl:vclujred skills in sawing, hammering, fund-rais-
ing and - above all - wheelbarrow pushing.
| “Furniture and fittings have been generously
| donated.”

Before handing the building over to the vil-
: gy . hoap iq lage's youngsters, Clir Mrs Theis told them: “It's
® Crowhurst Youlh Chub team ai work an Auishing teuches i the building yours now - we hope you will enjoy it.”
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St George’s Church

With the induction of the new rector for Crowhurst and Catsfield, Father Michael Brydon, we have
dipped into the WI scrapbook to bring you some examples of former church personalities and events.

eif of the Bushap of Chuchester  July 1y igh

Vrusd L Baybar ||“|.|?Krl"'+’ e

r-\.'l.v“‘. o O fev .;_ E Biwipaios .
B Py Py Wilsen . Gerge '?‘q""“'t""v" >
d Efan b
L a i B g ] ' » a
APRIL, ro36, Price TWOPENCE,

Lrowhurst

Parish Magazine

5T. GEORGE'S CHURCH.

THE REV. E. D. EDWARDS

Mr. Edwards had been Rector of
Crowhurzt since 1933 and was the
langest serving infumbent in the
Bexhill Deanery.

CROWHURST'S \'l’]“'
I"III I*.NT IN "t']‘jLLI:. II

Rt Ll
e at 1
‘nasday T
Arl.'lull.el of I e
Guy Muoyfie] ﬂ'l A the ]{llll.l
Dein of Battle and Baxhill dthe
Itev. Micha=l Townroe). At a social gathering at Crow-
hurst Primary School after the
serviee Mr.  Purser was  less

formally grested by Mr. W. J
Cottam, one of  the church
wardens
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Personalities & pictures <

Crowhurst organist’s

- b'! g . .
CROWHURST shuwed s :
appreciation at the* weekend for
Mr. Georze B. ESaunders who
celebrated his  Bith jubiles wus
organist and choirmaster of the
Parish Church. y

On Friday last weelk the church
was fllad for a recital by B,
Saunders and  an-  augmented
choir, and on Sunday after morn-
ing service. the Archdeacon of
Hastings, the YWen. Guy Rhiayfleld, |
presented Mr. Saunders with a |
tape recorder, on behalf of Crow- |
hurat churchgosrs. !

it was back in 1918, just after|
World War T armistice when Afr. |
|Saunders berame organist at|
| Crowhurst., He was called in Lol
| replace Mr. Harold Harmer, thui

organist and cholrmaster for
many years who died in the war.

Taught himself

Even then st the age of 15, Mr.
Saunders had earmed a reputation

as uumﬁéﬁng ﬁfhﬂ- nrﬁ F_uu.};' B e i £
YEATSE re, when s rime 4 r L e 2
had bean unable to play through| s i L I
fllness, an 1l-vear-old George : ] ! -1 .

Saunders stepped in and won
acclaimm  from. the o© gation
and brought comment from the |
local Prass. s
Born in Esher, he moved with
his parentz fto Battle and then
on to Crowhurast. His mother?
bovzht hitn a small organ and |
.?rlir. Sa{:{ndera 11.3.1.1 ht }'Iimﬂelrf ton | " x
ay. -He - recelv only a few|
P oome: his smmsical knowledge i=|  Mr. G. B. Saunders at the organ in Crowhurst Parish Church.
mostly =elf-taught. it b |
Eedl, S Tt anbare
for many years wad o hial

rand- : | A letter on behalf of the Queen In his address the Archdeacon |
Ehrrristg?.ughmr LS 1 ﬁr.mur&!ulﬂliﬂl; him IVlal.nu flmum; ;?‘Le,:"mdm“ L-?wltll'le lglr:::i[il:?rt;t{lftl:l?'lgf ulmlp.l
1 ' g {4 v 4 [ P 3 b | - il a " (&

(7o Jockl chorgters were joinea | e, Would, bave unespecialy S ‘e T N A
Church cholr for Frideys feuir| Saunders on Friday. oo ien we cun see God.

& lcct;: wir for Friday's reeital, | 'Mr. Ssunders  played at (he Mr. Baunders, who ig a builder, |
B ngton oFUrmns: &g anthame | Sunday  mornin jr-i'-;'ﬁﬁr- anid waz & member of Crowhurst|
were JFresented and a highlight | Efll_‘rw'ur'l‘ls the ir‘r‘hll?ﬁr'r'l-n e Parish Council for many years, ||
5 T.]la::'progra.mma. WD & Saln.ar | sented him with the tape -r'euu:'-ldra.r De 2 8 Ufe member, of Crowhurst |
Pk qulling;mrﬂ‘ a former me-—g which had Bes Pongh 1'1_ a joint | Crieket Club of which his son is|
lhurst cholrboy now at the Roval | o b S 'h 1 & ] capialn, |
College of Musie, whe sang Lord | ort by parizshioners, f -

God of Abraham' from Mendel- |
ssohn’s "Elijah.’ |
During the recital a_collection |
was takem for ‘a special object' |
gud  fater & & parfty o tor Nr.
Saunders tn the Villoge Hall the T hree
procesds  of Ei|l-=~ chIIrI:IIL-q.-Hé.un. £a4,
wers presented Lo g, Bannders, g H .
The Rector, the Hev., Richard g"‘“l rations
(BPureer, ' told & reporter:  Wel! .
wanted to give Mrs. Saunders o 1N 'I'IE
token of our appreciation for the |
aupport she had given her hus- . 3
band over the years,’” € llllll"'

THREE generations are re-
presented in the choir at
St. George's, Crowhurst, Sus-
sex. Mr. G. B. Saunders, 63
{left) has been organist for 50
vears; his wife, Mrs. P. M.
Saunders, who is 66, has
completed 20 years’ service;
their son, Mr. R. G. Saunders, 36, has E::r-ul:l grand-daughter, Pamela, has

heen 7 vears in the choir and their nine- n thers twn vears.
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Crowhurst News
December 2008

Snow in 1962/3

This month’s extract from the WI Scrapbook reflects on the harsh winter of 1962/3.

The Great FrgebuP ﬁ !qLﬁl -7

We have had one or two cold
winters in the last ten years but
the winter of 1962-63 was the
most severe in living memory. It
started in real earnest over the
Christmas holidays and went
on well into February. Those
who were away for Christmas
had difficulty in getting back as
the rail service was
disorganised and the roads
impassable.

Drifts of snow at times four feet
deep or more blocked the
entrance to  houses and
neighbours banded together to
clear the snow and free those
imprisoned in their homes.
After the snow the roads were
hard with packed ice and not
many vehicles would venture
and  tradesmen  sometimes
failed to get through with
provisions. We had to do with
out bread and milk once or
twice. The children helped by
bringing up the milk on their
sledges.

Fuel became scarce and pipes
froze. Many birds died despite
the frantic efforts to feed them
on household scraps. Foxes
roamed about the gardens in
daytime looking for food.
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Ture REecTtory.

23rd January, 1963.
My dear Friends,

As a general rule, it is not a good thing to talk or grumble
too much about the weather, but Jduring the last few weeks the
Arctle weather, which has descended upon uvus, has been hard to
face up to. It has been difficult to carry on with our work, and to
endure discomforts, such as shortage of water for domestic pur-
poses. | am sure that we feel very grateful indeed to those who
have worked so hard to maintain the essential services, such for
instance as the tradesmen who deliver our milk, bread, food and
newspapers, and the postmen who have been so regular in deliver-
ing our letters. [ persomally feel very grateful to them all, and 1
know that my gratitude is shared by many. Another point to
remember is that, as in the days of war, we have tried to help each
other, and there have been many kindnesses done which have been
much appreciated. | do hope that, by the time this magazine
reaches you. the cold weather will have abated, and that the warmer
weather will be on its way. At the time of writing the prospects
are not too good,

TN 1y

pictures fTaken in Station Rd by M™ Pentecest



& Flooding in 1974 s

November 29th 1974 ...

Homes cut off as
floods cause havoc

SHOPS and houses in Crowhurst and Robertsbridge joined the rest of the county
under water on Friday as Sussex became flood-bound in the worst rainstorms to affect

the south coast for many years,
Low-lying homes in Crow-
hurst were cut off for
several hours as water
| swirled round the walls and
flooded the ground floor
| rooms, ;
i The wvillage pub, ‘'The
i Plough, helped residents by
i cooking meals until the
| floods receded and the
| villagers were able to assess
the damage.
Mr G. W. Putland, owner
of  Bpringfield's  store at
i Crowhurst had a rude awa-
| kening. The stream behind
his shop burst its banks and.
he woke up to find his bed
almost afloat and his ducks
and geese swimming past,
two feet above ground level.
‘By car was filled with
water and all the stock in
the shop was saturated; My
i caravan office in the back
garden was flooded out, s0
{ was my building store.
! ‘Tt was all pretty chaotic,
I should think the damage
f will run .to several thou-
| sands’

Springfield in the 1970s, and possibly earlier, was a village shop, just over the bridge and on
the other side of the road to the Post Office, which was also a shop at that time. It is thought
that Mr Putland ran the Springfield Stores up until 1981 and then the premises were taken
over by a Mr Ibrahim and run as tea rooms until about 1985, when it returned to solely
residential use.
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And some random photos...
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