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We have recently been presented by Frances Royston with copies of material about the history of
Crowhurst which she has collected over the years through examination of old records and personal
interviews. We are grateful to her for agreeing that we can reproduce some of these in the History Page
of the News.
Here are some extracts from a booklet entitled ‘Background to Craig Close’ which was written round
about 1974 by Ernest Wood, who at the time lived at 4 Station Cottages, which were built for railway
workers about seventy years before Craig Close.

The railway from Tonbridge to Hastings was built in 1852 connecting with the
S.E.R. main line to London but, although passing through Crowhurst as it still
does, no provision was made to deal with passengers here.
Why this should have been so is not clear. It may be that the always hard-up
South-Eastern, having been compelled to erect a more than usually expensive
Gothic edifice to match the Abbey at Battle did not consider the potential
revenue from Crowhurst would justify the expense of building a station.
Also, of course, the locomotives of those early days had very slow
acceleration and too-frequent stops were to be avoided.

Crowhurst was then
a very small
village almost
entirely engaged in
agriculture and
largely a part of
the Pelham Estate
with the ‘big
house' of the
Squire, Crowhurst
Park, not a great
deal farther from
Battle than from
Crowhurst. The only
railway bridges
visible from
Crowhurst Park are
built of stone
instead of the
usual brick which
rather suggests
that the Squire
would not have been
satisfied with any
of the S.E.R's low
cost type of
station.
A short siding for
freight traffic,
subsequently called
the 'old siding',
was provided

St George’s Church

Church Farm

Rectory
1878

adjacent to the Estate private road where it passes under the railway by a
stone arch and, whatever the reason, for fifty years the railway ran through
Crowhurst without any provision for passengers.
A foot-path ran across the fields, crossing the rails on the level as such
rural foot-paths still often do.  A block of two tiny one-storey cottages for
the platelayers gangers stood almost touching the rails a short way up the
line. Otherwise there was no building of any sort until one came to the
church.
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Toward the end of the century the ancient little town of Bexhill was
blossoming into the smart new sea-side resort and beginning to feel the need
for a more direct link with London than the rather round-about South Coast
line and work began on the first day of 1898. Considering the four miles of line
required 16 bridges, including a quarter-of-a-mile-long viaduct, it was not bad going
that all was ready by May 1902.

There were originally two
signal-boxes. After the early
nineteen-twenties one of these
could be 'switched out’ when
it was not specially required
and several years later was
entirely removed. The other
continued fully occupied to
outlive the branch line.

My own Dad came here as
Signalman in 1912 and many
hours I have spent in those
signal-cabins.
Pulling down the old signal-box
removed quite a land-mark. It
had no connection with the
Development, by coming at the
same time it added somewhat to
the general air of upheaval.
For the four signalmen
Station Cottages were built.
These with the
Stationmaster's house and the
'Railway Hotel', as it was
called before it was tarted
up, were put up at the same
time as the station and
together, for years, formed a
sort of little railway
enclave quite remote from the
rest of the village.
In the matter of amenities
the Railway property was well
ahead of the rest of the
village. We had piped running
water and flushing toilets
whereas they still drew their
water from a pump or in a
bucket from the well and made
much the same sanitary arrangements as their fore-fathers had done for
centuries. It may sound a bit naive now but made us feel definitely 'one-up'.
I can begin to say 'we' as, after the flurry of 1902, things did not much
change for a good many years and the old order continued well into my own
time.
The water whereon our social superiority depended was supplied from a great
tank mounted on top of the pump-house that survives, somewhat truncated and
minus the tank, as a sort of storehouse beside the car-park. Originally the
water came from a well under the floor but this was condemned fairly early on
and afterwards, for years, was brought up from Bexhill once a week in a
converted engine-tender.
Not until the nineteen thirties when the water-mains reached Crowhurst did the
rest of the village catch up.

The Crowhurst No.2 signal box with Signalman Ernie Venn at
top of steps with ganger Gus Cooper below. Period 1948-52

Signal Box interior
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It is something of a
mystery why the
Railway should have
excavated and leveled
an area nearly twice
as large as was
actually needed for
their station, the
greater part of the
Craig Close site being
several feet below the
original field level.
Whatever they had in
mind for sixty or more
glorious years it
chiefly provided a happy
hunting ground for
successive relays of us
kids. This open space
was divided, roughly
down the middle, by a
path flanked by an iron
fence leading to the cottages and was always called 'The Green'. I don't know how
the name started; it may have been just a natural way to speak of a green open
space.
It was not until I started to put all this down that I began to realise  how
much of my own childhood was tied up in 'The Green' and the plantation or
‘Plant’ as it was shortened to. The Plantation was never actually connected
with the station, not being Railway property but part of Court Lodge Farm.
It has however always seemed to be curiously coupled with it, being its
almost exact contemporary.
Mainly of Spruce and Douglas Pine, all planted in orderly rows, there was
also a fair sprinkling of Silver Birch, Chestnut and Sycamores. With a few
Poplars and some Evergreen Oaks around the edges, the landscaping aspect
would appear to have been the main object. It certainly screened the station
and all its works from the village and, especially when viewed from a little
distance, was really quite beautiful. .
As nothing will grow under pine-trees there were practically no brambles or other
undergrowth so that even after fifty-odd years it still retained a definite
plantation effect and was seldom called anything else. .
Not overmuch youthful imagination was required to transform it into the
Canadian North-West or Sherwood Forest or anything else and in those
carefree days it certainly never occurred to us that, as a valuable crop, it
would ever be cut down.
Station Road was laid down by the Railway at the time the station was built
and surfaced with a red terra-cotta-like material made, it was said, by
firing clay taken from the cutting at Sandrock Hill. Provision was made for
pedestrians to cross the
railway by the station foot-
bridge. For some reason the
erection of that footbridge
must have made quite an
impression on the small
Crowhurst community of the
time as I remember my old
school-master speaking about
it many years after, saying
how they had gone to see the
girders put into place.

Crowhurst sidings with 'The Plant' behind

Unloading at Crowhurst goods yard 1929
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During all the time that I went down the hill to school there was a long
white, typically 'railway', wooden fence on either side. A fragment or two
of it still remain in the frontages of the houses that started to be built
in the nineteen-twenties and have gradually filled in since.
I suppose the changes really began one Saturday night in June 1964 when the
last train ran to Bexhill. Several Crowhurst people made the trip for old-
times sake. I saw them start off but have no idea how they got back.
There seemed to be an unseemly haste to get the track taken up and the
ballast removed, perhaps to scotch any attempt to get the line re-opened.
Any hope of that was finally and spectacularly extinguished on a day in May
1969 when the viaduct was blown up. It was said to have been unsafe I don't
know. It looked strong enough to last for centuries and seven of the
seventeen arches withstood the initial blast.  It was rather sad to see the
debris of nine million bricks and a vast amount of concrete spread across
the marsh.
On the 8th of April 1970 at the George Hotel at Battle, British Railways
offered for sale by Auction certain of their buildings, land and property at
Crowhurst. The changes that developed from that sale have been vastly
greater in this little corner than in all the years the Railway owned it.
First a notice-board to let the public know the show was about to commence;
followed by a pause; then a protracted period of spasmodic tearing down and
putting up.
It was rather distressing at the time to see some quite nice apple trees
knocked down with a fine crop still on them to make way for the 'disposal
unit', and a rhododendron I was rather fond of murdered by a bull-dozer. On
the other hand the new road certainly does make us more accessible. The old
path that carried all our comings and goings for so long has gone, the road
being about twenty feet nearer to the station.
I believe the Developer chose the name Craig Close out of respect for a
friend. It does not, as yet, have any connection with Crowhurst history. As
a glance at the early plans will show, the development did not quite follow
the original intention, but I think our cottages do blend in quite well with
their new neighbours.
Doubtless the new inhabitants will build up their own stock of memories and
I hope they will be happy ones. To some of them this little sentimental
journey into the background may, perhaps, be of some small interest.

Building Materials for Craig Close

Crowhurst News
June - Dec 2009
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THE PASSING OF CROWHURST VIADUCT
The Crowhurst Viaduct, spanning over the marsh at
Crowhurst, was built between 1897 and 1902 by the
South East and Chatham Railway Company.  It was
also known as the Seventeen Arches for obvious
reasons. It was the  centrepiece of the Bexhill, Sidley
and Crowhurst line built to provide Bexhill with a
quicker route (62 miles) to London (and particularly
the City) than the 72 miles of the London, Brighton
and South Coast Railway’s line into Victoria via
Lewes. There was much rivalry between the two
companies at the time.
The viaduct was a major investment in its day of
some £244,000 and many hundreds of navvies,
bricklayers and other workers were involved in its
construction. It was massive in scale being 417 yards
long, 52 feet wide and 100 feet high. The foundations
consisted of huge concrete blocks 52 feetx32 feet and
buried 30ft in the ground. Nine million bricks were
used in its construction.
Like so many other branch lines the Crowhurst to
Bexhill came under the eagle eye of Dr Beeching ,
who pronounced it unviable in his famous report and
it closed in 1964, with the track being taken up,
leaving the viaduct in splendid isolation.
It will be exactly forty years ago this month that its
fate was sealed. Eight of the seventeen arches were

blown up on 23rd May
1969, the remainder
on 12 June in the
same year.
The viaduct was a
much loved local
landmark and an
excellent example of
Victorian railway
architecture. Its
demise raised strong
emotions as shown in
the two eye-witness
accounts appearing
here, while the
spectacular manner
of its departure is
caught in the
accompanying
photographs.
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Crowhurst News - May 2009
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Twenty-five years ago this year an act of corporate vandalism was perpetrated on Crowhurst with the
demolition of the impressive and beautiful Victorian façade, booking hall and ancillary facilities of
Crowhurst Station. We understand this was done without warning or consultation with the demolition
contractors appearing one day and commenced pulling the station down. It is not clear why Crowhurst
was so treated as similar
buildings at other village stops
up the line e.g. Robertsbridge,
Stonegate and Etchingham were
retained.
Fortunately, Steve and Frances
Royston, who moved into the
village in that year, 1984, took
some photographs of the old
station and the stages of the
demolition. Some of these are
shown below together with the
original façade in all its glory.

Crowhurst News
April 2009
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Here the focus is on the village school and an article from the W.I. Scrapbook written post-1974. It
provides a harrowing account of the physical conditions the pupils had to endure in the early years of
the twentieth century and a fascinating glimpse of the schools budget in 1874, which amounted to £74.
5s. 2d. which after paying the staff (I wonder what the Phoebe Brown’s duties as monitor involved for
the princely sum of £1. 16) left £8 19s 2d for everything else.
That compares with the school’s current budget, which is in excess of £400,000.

Crowhurst News
May 2008
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The Crowhurst News has been given access by Margaret Humphries to two scrap books of life and events
in Crowhurst over the period 1953 to 1977, for which we are very grateful.
These provide a fascinating picture of those times, which are not that long ago. It is interesting to see
how much has changed in the past fifty years, but some underlying themes reappear.
This item has an echo in the debate over a new village hall in the last few months, sadly with the same
result. It took a further 36 years before the WI Hut was replaced with the Village Hall. Let’s hope the
current generation doesn’t have to wait as long!

Crowhurst News
April 2008
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This photograph was taken in May 1957. We assume it was taken in the old Women’s Institute Hut,
which was replaced in 1969 by the Village Hall
By the age of the majority of the people present it looks as though it may have been a 21st Birthday
Party. Are there any 72 year olds out there who can tell us the location, what the celebration was for and
identify any more of the revellers?

Crowhurst News
June 2008
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The village's organisations have always been at the heart of the community and remain so today. They
give expression to individuals interests, service to others and common community goals. Without them
and the village hall, the home for so many of their activities, Crowhurst would be a drear place indeed,
no more than the suburban fringe of the Hastings/Bexhill complex.
Organisations come and go according to interests and fashions of the time. Here are reports of some
village organisations, once so strong, but sadly no longer with us.
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CROWHURST RED CROSS

CROWHURST
BONFIRE
SOCIETY

Crowhurst News - February 2009
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The local papers have been full in recent editions of the bonfire celebrations at Battle, Rye and surrounding
villages. It it perhaps not so well known that Crowhurst once had a thriving Bonfire Society, and not that long
ago.
This article and photographs first appeared in the 15th November, 1980 edition of the Sussex Courier and show
what a major event the Crowhurst bonfire was, drawing large crowds and many outside visitors. Note the familiar
names among the prize winners. Can you help us in naming those in the photos. and give us more information
about the society?

OVER 500 PEOPLE in a
variety of costumes turned out
to see Crowhurst Bonfire
Society's annual carnival
celebrations on Saturday.
Formed five years ago with the
aim of preventing children
being injured by fireworks by
providing a giant village
celebration, the society is now
well established and raised
over £800 on Saturday.
The fancy dress corn petition
saw such costumes as witches,
fairies, headless ghosts and
even Oxo cubes. A spokesman
for the society said: "Every
year it gets better and better. It
was a great night out and a
great success.”

Crowhurst Bonfire Society in the procession

0verhead torches led the
procession to the bonfire
on the village playing field.
Music was provided by Battle
Town Band and the Hastings
Fife and Drum band.
BOYS CHANT
Battle Bonfire Boys did their
famous chant at the lighting
of the bonfire, which was
followed by a glittering
display as £500 of fireworks
exploded in a multitude of
colour above the village.
Despite the slightly sloshy
field, onlookers’ spirits were
not dampened and the
evening went off as planned -
with a big bang and no
hitches.
"We try to keep these
celebrations for the village,
by the village,” said one
organiser. "Although we are
grateful for the support we
get from our
neighbours."

Results. Fancy Dress. Under five
years: Stephen Howells and Nathan
Linfield; Five to 11 years: Ian
Howells, Abigail Linfield, Christopher
Hunting, Tara Whitehead and Clare
Dale; Over 11 years: Rachel Carter,
Pamela Dyer and James Clifford;
Group: Witches Brew by Crowhurst
Brownies; Float: Worzell Gumage by
the William the Conqueror public
house, Rye.

The Hastings band who took part in
the Crowhurst Guy Fawkes Night
bonfire procession

BETTER
THAN EVER
CARNIVAL
NIGHT

Crowhurst News
December 2009
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Crowhurst News
November 2009

Here are some extracts from the Youth Club history books. The Club was opened on 5th December 1956,
firstly at the Old Bakehouse, then moving to Hye House Hut. Apart from a few years in the late
seventies/early eighties, it ran there until the Great Storm of 1987.
They squeezed in at the Village Hall, ferrying equipment up and down the road, until 1991 when the hut
we have today was completed.
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With the induction of the new rector for Crowhurst and Catsfield, Father Michael Brydon, we have
dipped into the WI scrapbook to bring you some examples of former church personalities and events.
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Crowhurst News
Sept/Oct 2008
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We have had one or two cold
winters in the last ten years but
the winter of 1962-63 was the
most severe in living memory. It
started in real earnest over the
Christmas holidays and went
on well into February. Those
who were away for Christmas
had difficulty in getting back as
the rail service was
disorganised and the roads
impassable.
Drifts of snow at times four feet
deep or more blocked the
entrance to houses and
neighbours banded together to
clear the snow and free those
imprisoned in their homes.
After the snow the roads were
hard with packed ice and not
many vehicles would venture
and tradesmen sometimes
failed to get through with
provisions. We had to do with
out bread and milk once or
twice. The children helped by
bringing up the milk on their
sledges.
Fuel became scarce and pipes
froze. Many birds died despite
the frantic efforts to feed them
on household scraps. Foxes
roamed about the gardens in
daytime looking for food.

This month’s extract from the WI Scrapbook reflects on the harsh winter of 1962/3.

Crowhurst News
December 2008
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November 29th 1974 ...

Springfield in the 1970s, and possibly earlier, was a village shop, just over the bridge and on
the other side of the road to the Post Office, which was also a shop at that time. It is thought
that Mr Putland ran the Springfield Stores up until 1981 and then the premises were taken
over by a Mr Ibrahim and run as tea rooms until about 1985, when it returned to solely
residential use.

Crowhurst News
March 2009
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